Angelo Novi

On the Set with Bertolucci, Leone, and Pasolini 

3 February – 17 March 2017

In conjunction with the Duesseldorf Photoweekend 2017, Galerie Rupert Pfab is presenting the first solo exhibition in Germany featuring works by the Italian photographer Angelo Novi.

 

Angelo Novi (* Lanzo d’Intelvi, 9 June 1930 – † 6 May 1997, Lanzo d’Intelvi) worked for thirty years, from the mid-sixties until his death, as a photographer on the sets of the most renowned Italian film directors of his time. He was the exclusive photographer for, among others, Bernardo Bertolucci, Sergio Leone, and Pier Paolo Pasolini.

Angelo Novi’s work comprises numerous well-known as well as hitherto unseen photographs of the key protagonists of the blazing era of Italian film, including Marlon Brando, Claudia Cardinale, and Maria Schneider. Today, we encounter his photographs from films such as Once Upon a Time in the West and Last Tango in Paris on film posters as well as in exhibitions and publications – images that are now an integral part of the cultural memory of Italian cinema.
The exhibition at Galerie Rupert Pfab strives to initiate a re-evaluation of Angelo Novi’s photographic oeuvre. Although he was hired by the production companies first and foremost to document the films for publicity purposes, his photographs tell their own unique stories. They depict not only scenes from the films from his own perspective; as a silent observer, Angelo Novi also captured incidents and events beyond the film set. They thus also reveal intimate aspects that cannot be found in the films themselves. His photographs are characterised by their unusual details, as well as their chiaroscuro effect, brought about through a play of contrasts and light, we well as of the colours and vagueness of grey.
The material on view derives solely from the private holdings of Angelo’s Novi’s family, comprising approximately 1000 largely unpublished negatives, as well as selected large-format vintage prints of his most famous images. Members of Angelo Novi’s family will be present at the official opening of the exhibition. 

Angelo Novi’s photographs have been presented at, among others, the Albertina, Vienna (2016), the Martin-Gropius-Bau, Berlin (2014), the Cinémathèque française, Paris (2013) and at the international Filmfestival in Rome (2009). Additionally the ZEITMAGAZIN published 2016 an edition with photographs of Angelo Novi. 
